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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 
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46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


4:9-24 












Fig. 2 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 














3:58-61 


the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 
















55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


1:40-55 


206 


8:10:9:8 


3:10-28 


58 


2:54-57 


2:67-3:16 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
nafienfs nodv. 












1:45-50 




58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20Mhz. 




206-07 


3:49-4:14 




58 






59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
CRMS}. 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 
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4:31-43 


2 








47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 






5:50-57 


3 








the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 


i 














55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 
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7:58-68 


4:44-64 
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530 


6:45-54 




56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natienfs bodv. 


11 


0.0479167 
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527 






58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 




1:34-53 












59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
fRMSV 




1:34-53 










7:26-42 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 
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16 
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20 


21 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurftical probe. 


5:3-10 








2:34-46 


2:35-58 




47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 










2:34-46 


2:35-58 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 


3:5-20 














55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


4:66-5:2 


845 


3:1-52 


1:15-36 


2:34-46 


2:35-58 


333 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natient's hodv 


1:18-27 


845 




2:21-63 






334 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 








8:30-39 


6:61-68 


2:35-58 


333 


59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
(RMSV 








8:30-39 


5:46-6:7 


2:35-58 


333 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


! 22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 




Fig. 1 








3:30-47 




47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 




Fig. 1-2 








3:30-47 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the natient's 

vlVVU V/ ill |U Ulv UUVtvJ 1 V o 

tissue. 




2:42-68 






1383 






55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


2:41-43 


Fig. 9; 3:29 
30 


1425 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 


1:57-2:6 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
soine ear nose throat 
epidermis and dermis of the 
Datient's hodv 






1426 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 




58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 


3:46-51 


3:30-38 


1425 




1383 




7:62-8:14 


59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
(RMS). 


3:46-51 


3:30-38 


1425 




1383 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 
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30 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


69 




4:55-5:16 










47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 


69 




4:55-5:16 











the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 

£3 1 f*/+trr\r\ f* unA iY\f> notipnt'c 
ClCCUlSVlC dJlU UlC jJaLICHL & 

tissue. 




Fig. 5 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2 


44 




55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft 


68 


5:11-27 


5:17-31 










56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 

^ninp par nrxp thrnnt 

epidermis and dermis of the 

ncitip nt'c Krwfv 

■ InUClH. A Iflfllv. 


68 




9:37-47 






42 




58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 


68 








2:45-3:16 


42 




59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1 000 volts 
fRMSV 


68 






8 


2:45-3:16 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 
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36 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 








Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-28 


292 


275 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 


4:4-39 






Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:36-43 


292 


275 


the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the natient*s 
tissue, 
















55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


4:40-58 


662 


1168 


Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-35 


292 


275 


56. TTie electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natient*<j hodv 


2.16-34 




1168 


3:63-4:16 


5:62-6:19 


291 


275 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 






1168 




2:62-65 






59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 














the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
fRMSV 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 
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43 


44 


u 45 


46 


47 


48 


49 


|46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 








3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


4:18-28 




47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 








3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


4:18-28 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 






inherent 


6:42 




6:28 




55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


2:8-18 


3:48-51 


5:7-19 


3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


3:65-4:17 


3:27-44 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
nat.ient's bodv 


1:1-4 


3:6-25 




3:8-34 


1:18-39 




1:47-68 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 




3:36-41 




6:5-30 








59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
(RMSY 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


55 


56 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in ciaim ** j, wnerein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


3:17-23 


3:35-57 


2:63-3:5 


3:37-64 




2:62-68 


1:61-2:11 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 




J.JJ-J / 


> 


J.J /-OH 




Z.OZ-Oo 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 




3:53 












55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


1:40-51 


3:35-57 


1:42-50 


337-64 


670 




1:61-2:11 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natient's horiv 


2:2-20 


1:9-12 


1:5-9 


1:9-15 


669 


1:52-55 


1:50-58 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 

G1GI*IICHJC cuiU UIC CIClsllUUC 

terminal is in the range of about 
2Q kHz and 20 Mhz. 










669 






59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts j 
fRMSY 










672 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
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1 claim text \ reference 


57 


58 


59 


60 


61 


62 


63 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurRical probe. 




4:27-33 




3:52-66 




3:12-27 




47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 








3:52-66 




3:12-27 




the return electrode being 
Hsufficiently spaced from the 
Ijeiectrode terminal to minimize 
Hdirect contact between the return 

electrode and the natient's 

vl vVU UUv U1LU UlVc pullviil *J 

tissue. 












Fig. 3 




55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 








4:15-29 


5:10-28 


3:28-60 




56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
snine ear nose throat 
epidermis and dermis of the 

natient*s horlv 


4:20-5:5 


3:30-49 


1:5-12 






3:21-32 


15:62-16:7 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20.m.zand20Mhz. 










4:28-48 




i 


59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 












the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
(KM$\ 










4:28-48 




3:21-32 



Page 9 of 1 1 



Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
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64 


65 


66 


67 


68 


69 


70 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45 ? wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 








4:37-52 


4:33-43 




2:37^t6 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 








4:37-52 


4:33-43 




2:58-66 


the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue, 
















55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


5:44-63 


5:20-36 


1:63-2:17 


4:37-52 


4:33-43 


3:13-16 


2:37-46 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natient's bodv 








1:10-15 








58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 




6:25-40 












59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1 000 volts 
fRMSV 

















Page 10 of 11 



Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
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71 


72 


73 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 








the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 






5:36-58 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 








an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 


5:36-58 






the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue, 








55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 








the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


3:43-53 


2:36-41 


6:8-22 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 








the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natient's hodv 




2:63-68 


3:26-34 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 








the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 








59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 








the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
(RMS). 






6:23-33 j 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
hifth frequency voltage source; 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an c ice in cany cunuuciing tcriiiuiaj i^im, aiiu 




211 


9:9-25 


1:38^4 






applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
eieccrouc, liic nign ircquciicy vuiuagc ucuig 
sutiictent to vaporize ine iiuiu in o in in layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver. 






inherent 




58,61 




13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














ai teasi a pomon ui uie cucigy uiuuccu u> tu 
uie lorm oi pnoions naving d waveieiigui in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




1 ft ' I h a m£»fhr»H f\{~ rlnim 1 whf*rpiri 














thp hich frpniipnrv vnltaop i<: in th<* ranpp 

LIIC Ulgll UtH^UCIH^ VUlUgv t> HI Ult> 1 ailg^ 

from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




"7 1 The method of claim 1 wherein 






- — 








the distance between the most nroxima.1 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 

in tVif* ratiffp frnm A trt 10 mm 
ill Ulv IdJlgC i-I VIII V.-J IV IV J1III1. 













3:22-40 


23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 






5:3-5 








24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






5:3-5 








29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the ! 882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. Hie method of claims 23 or 48f U 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 






2:36-3:25 








48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 















the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target she. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48f21 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 






8:10-9:8 


3:10-28 
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2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 
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1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:44-66 


1 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:44-66 


1 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 




5 


2:40-63 






528 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 

IClTIlliKtl CtllU IU ltlUUl'C/ lilt- UlOVLKU Ul 
onormf tn tl-ir» tarcrci c ifv in rnntart With tnp 

energy 10 uic itu gci biic m iajuuH'I wmi uic 
vnnnrlaver. _ 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 








5:58-66 






17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








2L The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal . 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 


3:17-32 








2:1-14 




23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 




inherent 








529 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 




inherent 








529 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



[claim text \ reference 
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9 


10 


11 


12 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 








5:58-66 






47. The method of claims 23 or 48H1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 










3 




48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48f21 
further comorisine 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 






2:40-63 








f 1) The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2. 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 4 S; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested. Jet alone issued, to correct this or 


anv other claim to refer to claims I and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 
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2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



(claim text \ reference 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 




1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 




1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 

an (*\f*rtr\m\\\/ ronHiiftino terminal fcirl* and 






5:26-30 


848 




3:67-4:3 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 

» » ■ &ttl if*, wo r\A t* 1 *^ *a n-iA flllin in O thin 

sutticicnt lo vaporize me nuia in a uun layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vapor layer. 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














al leaSl a pOiUUII Ul U1C CllClgjr UlUUvCU lo HI 

me loiiu 01 pnoioiii ndviug a wavcicugui m 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 






3:31-33 


845 






17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




7:26- 
42;Fig. 6 








8:30-39 


1 8 Thp mpthod of claim 1 wherein 














the hiph freonencv volta&e is in the ranee 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




7:26- 
42;Fig.6 










21 . The method of claim 1 wherein 















the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 

in thp- ranpp from 0 S to 1 0 mm 

UJ U1C 1 cUIgE/ LI villi V — J IU IV 111111. 














73. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 














24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 














29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



{claim text \ reference 


13 


t A 

14 


15 


16 


17 


t o 
15 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 






3:31-33 


845 






47. The method of claims 23 or 48U1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 


11:62- 
12:34 












48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




7:26-42; 
Fig. 6 








8:30-39 


49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 















the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




7.26-42; 
Fig. 6 










50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48f21 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 














f 11 The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 


T21 The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


■any other claim to refer to claims I and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 
Bassumes. 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


1. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


1:34-38 


2:35-58 


334 


2:21-58 


2:42-68; 
3:66 


1425 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver. 














13. The method of claim 1 wherein 















at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. Hie method of claim 1 wherein 


* 












the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 




18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 








— 


3:30-38 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. The method of claim I wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 






334 


2:47-51 


3:65-68 


1426 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






334 


2:47- 
51;Fig.l 


3:65-68 


1426 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 












1 


vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 












i 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim icjli \ reiti ciicc 


in 
I" 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














1 ne me mod or claims 2j or 4J>| 1 1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 






333 


5:31-33 




1425 


48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 




49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48f21 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 














F 11 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 
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2, 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested. let alone issued, to correct this or 


atw other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 


T21 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 
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2, 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48^ 


no certificate of correction has been 
reauested. let alone issued, to correct this or 


anv other claim to refer to claims I and 28. 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


99 


1383 


2:38-66 


2:23-33 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


99 


1383 


2:38-66 


2:23-33 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


100 


1383 


1:18; 3:48- 
53 


5:28-31 


68 


4:48-58 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 

terminal AnH irv inHnprf* tYiP HiocfiArof* nf* 
ICiHIIImU cUlLl VJ IIlvJUL/C U1C vlldVJlOi \Jl 

ar* arm r i r\ fVi r> f tiro/^t c iff* in crtntsiff' with thf 

energy to me uirgci one 111 wvinawi wii.it uic 
vnnor laver. 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein • 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 




1382 






68 


5:11-27 


17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 


- 


21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 




1383 










23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 




24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


7:3-8:5 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


r 25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 




1382 






68 


5:11-27 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 11 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
du nun. , . _ ........ 




1383 






68 




48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




40 TTif* nn*fTiriH of claims ")fi stiiH Oft whpr**in 














mA htoK frpnu^nru \jc\ \t 'a ct ic in tV\*» ronoA 
uiw iiigii ii cijuci i\,y vuiuigc lo in uic I aiigt 

from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




TTia m^tKrkrl rlaimc an/I OR whprpin 
jyj . a iic iticiiivju ui i^iaiiiio zu aiiu wncicm 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 




1383-84 






68 




j4. i ne mcinou oi claims zj or ho|Z{ 
further comprising 














(>\ra PiiQtinrt rliiifl opnArato/i «#■ tno firrn^t cttA 
CYaOUallllf* 11 111 LI gClldalcU al UIC lalgCl Slit? 

with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 
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IIU vdlltHalC UI KAMI I vVLIUl! lldS UCCIl 
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anv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 














respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 
assumes 














f21 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 
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requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 














any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 














respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


1. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


4:4-39 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


4:4-39 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


3:31; 7:65 




2:45-69 


43 


248 


7:30-32 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver 














13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




8 










18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




8 










21 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 1 0 mm. 


2:45-67 










6:34-37 


23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


7:3-8:5 




5:4-30 




248 


7:26-52 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 










248 


7:26-52 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 11 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
ju rrun , 


6:14-37 










5:5-20 


48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




8 










49 The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














trip hi oh frpniipncv voltaoe is in the ran^p 

from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




8 










^fl 1 "hp mpthnd nf* plaims anH ^51 whprpiii 














^ . .. 

the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 










- 




S4 The method of claims 23 or 48T21 
■fiirther primnri^ino 














evacuating fluid <*pneratpd at the tarvet site 

with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent ine eiectroae terminal. 


2:45-3:10 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
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claim text \ reference 


37 


38 


39 ! 


40 


41 


42 


I . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 






S 
1 








providing an electrode terminal and 


662-63 


1168 


5:1-47 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


662-63 


1168 


5:1-47 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an Hftefrieallv conducting terminal Tsicl* and 


663 


1168 




2:37-42 


291 


275 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
plprtrrwlf* fhp hiph frenuencv vol tape be in? 
cuffi/Mpnt trt var*r» ri*7f* tYif fliiiH in n thin ijwpt 

aUlllWlClIl WJ Vaysjl IZJfc* U1V> 11U1U 111 CL UIU1 iojrfc-l 

over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver. .. . 




1170 











13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at |p5»Qt a nnrtinn of* fhp t*nprpv induced is in 
ttif fnrm nf nhotons havifiP a wavelenPth in 

the ultraviolet spectrum. 






1:26-37 








17. The method of claim I wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the ranee from 0 5 to 10 mm 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


662 


1168 




5:62-6:19 


291 


275 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 


662 


1168 






291 


275 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














1 vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
|in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
llelectrode terminal; and 




1170 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 






1:26-37 








47. The method of claims 23 or 48[ 1 1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 

SO mm* 

JV HUH . . • 




1168 




5:59-61 






48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














thp elcc troHp tf*rminal i<5 nositioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 




• 










54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the tared site 

Willi a dllvlllsll ItUIlCll IlaVlilg a Uldval Cliu 
nHifir'Anf tfi#» plpr^tm/)^ terminal 








5:43-53 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


11 




3:48-55 


6:42 


6:4-60 


5:39 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 

^nprov to thf* tarpet site in contact with the 

vanor layer. - — 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 






3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




5:65-6:19 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






3:48-4:7 






5:65-6:19 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 1 1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 

area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 

d\) mjn . 














48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














40 T"Ha mrttifvi rtf rlaimc "7 fx nnH u/h/>rpin 
^7. 1 IIC I11CUIV/U SJl 1<U1UII2» Ollii Z.O WllCIClIl 














inc mgu ucquency vonagc is in ine range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














_>u. i nc meuioii vi claims zo unu zo wnercm 














~ — i ~ — : — -— — -— ■ 

the electrode terminal is positioned between 

0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














-/H. j nc uiciiiviu ui claims z.j or HOIZf 
Luiuicr curupr lbini* 














cvdcuaimg uuiu genera le a at uie large i sue 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 


2:8-18 




3:40-47 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 


Til The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














z,, zuv/u, rcit?K) iu claim nurnoers z.3 or ho. 


nrt f*f»i~tlTir > 2lf< a rArrprfirtn Viae Kaaii 

rfVTiiP»cf#*H l*»t alnnp tccn^sl tr» /■* f\ rrr* r- 1 f-Ktc at 
l c^ucalCU, 1CI alUIlv liibUCCJ, lO CUITC^I. ullb \JI 


anv other claim to refer to claims 1 anH 7X 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 


R1 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2, 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


I . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


1:55 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; | 


1:55 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 

an <*lprtrirallv mnHiirtini* -terminal fsicl* and 

oil Cltuu jL-dllj l>uiluuvUllg *v<j initial |oiw»j, tuiu 


1:65 


2:2-20 


3:53 


1:38 


3:63-2:1 


672 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 

OivV/UUUc, Ulv Ulgu n vAjuviivjr vuuagv tswiig^ 
suilicicni to Vaporize uic iiuiu ui a mm tajvi 

over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vapor layer. 






inherent 


4:10 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at lpa«:t a rv»rtir»ri r»f* thf* pntf»r0 r v irwlurpH is in 
a. 1 lCool a ynJlllKJll VI Ulv wjivigjf iiiuui/vu u ui 

UlC lUIIH Ol pilUlUil2> UdVUJg a WdVCICugUi ill 

the ultraviolet spectrum. 








4:3-18 




670 


17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 












670 


18. The method of claim t wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the ranpe from 0 5 to 1 0 mm 

UI ulv lUilgv U VIII Vr.«^ Iv A vr Hull. 








1:53-61 






23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


3:45-68 




3:35-57 


2:24-29 






24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






3:35-57 


2:24-29 






29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 






inherent 


4:10 
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Exhibit C; 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 








4:3-18 




670 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48fl1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 




3:40-50 










48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 












670 


49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is nrv;itioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48f2] 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 

with 2) Cl i ft inn lumpn hiiwino rlict"nl Anrl 
wiui a luiJicii Having tx uiouii cuu 

adjacent the electrode terminal. 


5:16-23 












r 11 The Certificate of Correction dated May 










•• 





2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 


121 The CertiGcate of Correction dated Mav 














[2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 
Ino certificate of correction has been 1 
Irequested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


■any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 
Irespectiverv. as ArthroCare suggests and 
lassumes. 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


1 „ A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:7-46 


1:61-2:12 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:7-46 


1;61-2:12 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


1:52-55 




6 






5:40 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaoorize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 

pnnrrru tt\ t\\f* toropf C ItP in mntsiCt With tflP" 

energy 10 uic largci mic m \,\juui\*i. wuu uiu 
vanor laver. 














13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 


3:15-31 






1:42-53 






17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 


— — 












18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cra. 






6:7-15 








24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






6:7-15 








29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 


3:15-31 






1:42-53 






47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 1 1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm to 
50 mm 2 . 














48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 ! 
further comprising ! 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 














Fll The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2. 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 


f21 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



[claim text \ reference 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


I. A method for applying energy to a target 
Isite on a patient body structure comprising: 














[providing an electrode terminal and 


3:30 


2:35 




2:5 


5:34 


2:1 


la return electrode electrically coupled to a 
Jhifch frequency voltage source; 


3:30 


2:35 




2:5 


5:34 


2:1 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 

on olArf«iris*ollif r-nnAtirt in o fprminal fcirl* anH 
cut eiecuiudiiy Luiiuuuuig ic-uuuioi t itl 'J» aiIU 


11:65-66 


4:10-29 






2:10; 6:65 


2:10 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
eiecuOuc, uic nign irciiuciiujr vuuagc ucuig 
sufficient to vaporize ine iiuiu in a in in layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver : 










6:56 




13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














ai leasi a pomon ui me energy uiuulcu i» hi 
tne tonn or. pnoions naving a waveiengui in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 


13-1-4 


4-6-9 


4:21-32 




6:50-63 


1:63-2:17 


17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 




3:21-32 








152 TVia mr*t\\nA rvf /*laim 1 u/KiArptn 
lo. l lie Jucuiuu ui victim i wucicui 














fh#* hi oh frAnupnrv vnlfaop i c in thf* ranpp 
uic uigii u cijUGiivsjf vintage til iiiv tciiigt. 

from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 












7 1 The mpthnd nf claim 1 wherein 














thi* Hi*;tanrp between the most nroximal 

UIV UlJIIUlvv Uvln vvll Ulv 111 O I Ul vAliltUI 

portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 

in fh a ran <r/» fVnm fi ^ tn 10 mm 

ui uic range truut iu iu iiiili. 


• ■ 












23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 rnS/cm. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 










6:56 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


inducing the discharge of photons to the j 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 


13:3-4 


4:6-9 


4:21-32 




6:50-63 


1:63-2:17 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 11 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 

area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 

t>v mm f — ■ 














48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 


* 4:28-48 




3:21-32 








49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 










. — 




the hiph freouencv voltaee is in the ranee 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 












50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the plprtroH** terminal k rx^itioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 










5:55-61; 
8:19-31 




54. The method of claims 23 or 48F21 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid venerated at the target site 

u/tth vk cttr*tir»n 1 i ■ m f* n havino n rii^tal pnn 
Willi a aUvllUll lUHlQU Having a Uiouii t-iiu i 

nrtlar*#»nt thf» #»1f*r*trrwtp tormina! 




4:30-46 
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requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 
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respectively, as ArthroCare suseests and 


assumes 


[21 The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2. 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 
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assumes. 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


67 


68 


69 


70 


71 


72 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


3:43-4:18 


2:30 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


3:43-4:18 


2:30 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


4:10 






3:1 




4:33 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver, — — 














13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 






1:22-34 




7:17-37 




17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 1 0 mm. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 






24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 






29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the f 882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


07 


Do 




70 


71 


11 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 






1 : 22-34 




7:17-37 




47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 1 1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 












2:42-54 


48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 nun from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 


3:64-4:3 


2:65-3:22 




3:44-53 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


73 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 




providing an electrode terminal and 


4:35 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


4:35 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


6:45-55 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode the hi eh freouencv voltace beins 
•siiffiripiit to vanorize the fluid in a thin laver 
over at least a portion of the electrode 

LCI IllUla.1 cliltl Iw lUUUVv Ulv UId*/HOI£v Ul 

energy xo me largei sue in coniaci wiui uiv 
vanor layer. - . . 




13. The method of claim I wherein 




at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 


2:22-34 


17. The method of claim I wherein 




the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 


6:23-33 


18. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 




23. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 




24. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 




29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 




vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 
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claim text \ reference 


73 


Jinducing the discharge of photons to the 
[target site in contact with the vapor layer. 


2:22-34 


M7. The method of claims 23 or 48f 11 




Iwherein 


the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 

SO mm' 

nun r . 




48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 




the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
Ivolts peak to peak. 


6:23-33 


49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 




the hi oh fremienrv vol tape is in the ranpe 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




SO The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 




ine eiecixouc icrminaj is pobiiioiieu uciwceii 
u.uz 10 z.v nun troin uic uirgci biie. 




The method of claims 23 or 48f21 




further* eomrtrisinrj 


pvafiiatino fluirl opnpratpfl sit the tarc/pf <:ftp 

wiiii a sucuon lumen navmg a uisiai ena 
dujaceni ine eiecuoae terminal. 




f 1 1 The dertifleate of Correction dated Mav 




2 2000 refers to claim numbers 23 or 48' 


no certificate of correction has been 


requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


anv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 


T21 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 




2. 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 


requested, let atone issued, to correct this or 


anv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 
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claim tcxtV reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


3. The method of claim I further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






5:3-5; 9:8- 
25 






2:55-3:2 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 














4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






5:3-5; 9:8- 
25 








9. The method of claim I wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


1:40-55 


206 


8:10-9:8 


3:10-28 


58 


2:54-57 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






5:3-5 








13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal anrl the return elertmrje 














18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 




58,61 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




B26. The method of claim 23 further 
komprising 














Himmersing the target site within a volume of 
||the electrically conductive fluid and 






5:3-5; 9:8- 
25 






2:55-3:2 
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claim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 














27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






5:3-5; 9:8- 
25 






2:55-3:2 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


1:40-55 


206 


8:10-9:8 


3:10-28 


58 


2:54-57 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






5:3-5 








34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

reiiim Riet.nfinfi 










• 




39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 




58,61 




42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 
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claim text \ reference \ 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


3. The method of claim 1 farther comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




11 


2:40-63 






529 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 




Ml 

• 










4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




11 


2:40-63 






529 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


2:67-3:16 


7 


7:58-68 


4:44-64 


3 


530 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




inherent 








529 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminaL,and, the, return electrode. 




1,11 










1 8. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
she in contact with the vapor layer. 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 






21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




11 


2:40-63 






529 
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claim text \ reference 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode 




1.11 










27. The method of claim 23 further 
comnri^inf? 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




11 


2:40-63 






529 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


2:67-3:16 


7 


7:58-68 


4:44-64 


3 


530 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




inherent 








529 


Jl. 1 llv JllCUIvVI VI vluuli VTilwi^llI 














the return electrode is spaced from the 

o/*fii«» e>li±rtTf\A a cnr*h tViQt u/ti (*n t\\f* ii^fivA 
dCllVC ClCdJtXlC ;»Udl UJcU WllClI UIC dUlVC 

electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

return p.fortrnHe. 




Ml 










"XQ Th^ method of claim 0"\ fnrthpr 

comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 






42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 
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claim text \ reference 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


3. The method of claim I further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:21 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 








4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






/.4D-OZ 








9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


6:45-54 




4:66-5:2 


845 


3:1-52 


1:15-36 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 














1 3 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and the. return p|p.rtmftR 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 








1 8. The method of claim I further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 


21 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




7:26-42; 
Fig. 6 










26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:21 
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I claim text \ reference 


13 


14 


15 


16 


. 17 


18 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active eiectrode and the return electrode. 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 






• 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






/.43-OZ 






l.OD-Z.^I 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


6:45-54 




4:66-5:2 


845 


3:1-52 


1:15-36 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 














34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
rpfiirn ftlprtroHf* 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 






! 
i 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 


42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




7:26-42; 
Fig. 6 
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claim text \ reference 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


3. The method of claim I further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3:1-16 


2:59-3:5 


334 


2:25-31 


2:51-55 


1425 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode 

VlvvUVUv Vvl ft 1 1 11 1 141 Ul I VI U1V IVlUill VIVvll WUV. 








2:25-31 

• 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


4. Hie method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






334 


2:25-31; 
Figs. 1-2 


2:51-55 


1425 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


2:34-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:41-43 


Fig. 9; 3:29 
30 


1425 


11. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






334 


2:47-51; 
Ftg.l 


3:65-68 


1426 


n The method r»f claim 1 wherein 

l J- 1 I1IV>U1VU \J» 1 CI 1 ft ft 1 I VTlIVlVslfl 














the return electrode is spaced from the 

AlAf*ti*/\Hi» termini*! cn^h that u/hpn th** 

electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and the return electrode. 








2:25-31 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


18 The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














21 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 




26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3:1-16 


2:59-3:5 


334 


2:25-31 


2:51-55 


1425 
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claim text \ reference 


19 20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 








2:25-31 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






334 


2:25-31; 
Figs. 1-2 


2:51-55 


1425 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shall. 


2:34^6 


2:35-5* 


333 


2:41-43 


Fig. 9; 3:29 
30 


1425 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






334 


2:47-51; 
Fig. 1 


3:65-68 


1426 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return pJertrodft. . 








2:25-31 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 














42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 
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claim text \ reference 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


3. The method of claim I further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


100 


1383 




5:12-35 


68 




positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


100 


1383 






68 




9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 


1:57-2:6 


68 


5:11-27 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 




13. The method of claim I wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 


1 8. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 


21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


100 


1383 




5:12-35 


68 
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claim text \ reference 


25 




| 27 


28 


29 


30 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


100 


1 

1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




1 191 






05 




30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 


1:57-2:6 


68 


5:11-27 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 




34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return ftlecfrrvHr. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 


J42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














jthe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
Ivolts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 
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claim text \ reference 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


7:3-8:5 




5:4-30 




248 


7:26-52 


llpositioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


Fig. 4 


- 


Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


2:45-3:10 








24 a 


/.zoOz 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


5:17-31 










4:40-58 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


7.3-8:5 








248 


7:26-52 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
fprm trial and thp rpfum plprtrodp 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52 


IS. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




8 










26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


7:3-8:5 




5:4-30 




248 


7:26-52 
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31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


2:45-3:10 








248 


7:26-52 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


5:17-31 







- 




4:40-58 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


7:3-8:5 








248 


7:26-52 


^4 TTip mpthoH of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 

t»ftt\/f* *»lp/*tt"riHp cupH tHat u/hwi tViP activp 

electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
renirn ftlecrrnde. ._ 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52 


19 Thp mpthnd nf claim 91 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 














42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is. in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




8 
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claim text \ reference 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


662 


1168 


1:64-2:17 


5:62-6:19 


291 


275 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


662 












4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


662 


1168 


1:64-2:17 




291 


275 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


662 


1168 


Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-35 


292 


275 


1 1 . The method of claim I wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


662 


1168 






291 


275 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and the return elcr.trodf: 


662 












18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 




1170 










21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


662 


1168 


1:64-2:17 


5:62-6:19 


291 


275 
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37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


662 












27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


CCS) 


I loo 


1 .04-/. 1 / 




Zy 1 


Z / 0 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


662 


1168 


Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-35 


292 


275 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


662 


1168 






291 


275 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

rptiirn f'lpptiwip 


662 












39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




1170 










42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


3. The method of claim I further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


11:1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


4. The method of claim I further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


11:1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 


9. The method of claim I wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


2:8-18 


3:48-51 


5:7-19 


3:41-4:2 


1:57-2.35 


3:65-4:17 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:48-4:7 






5:65-6:19 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

ffimninjiJ anH fhp rp.hirn pfwtrrkHp 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


18. The method of claim I further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 


21 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


11:1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 
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43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


11:1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


2:8-18 


3:48-51 


5:7-19 


3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


3:65-4:17 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:48-4:7 






5:65-6:19 


34 The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 

artivi* elprtrrvle <itirh that whfn thp active 

electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return elecrrode 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 


42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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49 


50 


5! 


52 


53 


54 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


1:47-68 




3:30-34 


2:24-29 


3:37-64 




positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


3:37-64 




4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


t -AH HQ 












9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


3:27-44 


1:40-51 


3:35-57 


1:42-50 


3:37-64 


670 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:35-57 


2:24-29 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and thp* rprnm *>l^r.trr>Hft 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


3:37-64 




18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


4:10 






21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


1:47-68 




3:30-34 


2:24-29 


3:37-64 
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claim text \ reference 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


3:37-64 




27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


I .*t / -Do 








j.j /-o*i 




30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


3:27-44 


1:40-51 


3:35-57 


1:42-50 


3:37-64 


670 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:35-57 


2:24-29 






34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

return eler.troHft 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


337-64 




39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 




- 










applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


4:10 






42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 






6:7-15 








4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 




1:61-2:11 








4:15-29 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 












the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






6:7-15 








13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and fhft return pJectrodft. 






6:7-15 








18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














21 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1 400 
volts peak to peak. 














26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 
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55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 






6:7-15 








27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 




1:61-2:11 








4:15-29 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






6:7-15 








34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

rp.hirn *Wtrnrte 






6:7-15 








39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site hi 
contact with the vapor layer. 














42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


i * 6 


3. The method of claim 1 farther comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




4:30-46 




4:23-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 




Fig. 3 










4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




4:30-46 




4:23-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


5:10-28 


3:28-60 




5:44-63 


5:20-36 


1:63-2:17 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


13. The method of claim I wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and thft return eJftrtrnrfcv 




Fig. 3 










18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 










6:56 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 












26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




4:30-46 




4:23-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 
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61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


positioning me return eiectroae wiuiin ine 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 




Fig. 3 










27. 1 ne method or claim 15 turtner 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




4:30-46 




4:23-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


5:10-28 


3:28-60 




5:44-63 


5:20-36 


1:63-2:17 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

rftnirn e.WtrnHp 




Fig. 3 










39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 










6:56 




42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 
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^ 67 


68 


69 


70 


71 


72 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


4:4-11 


2:65-3:22 




2:67-3:8 






positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 




2:29-36 

• 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


4:4-11 


2:65-3:22 




2:67-3:8 






9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


4:37-52 


4:33-43 


3:13-16 


2:37-46 


3:43-53 


2:36-41 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 






13. The method of claim I wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure arid the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and the return ftlectrnde, 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 




2:29-36 


18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 












i 


immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


4:4-11 


2:65-3:22 




2:67-3:8 




i 
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P 67 


68 


69 


70 


71 


72 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 




. 2:29-36 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


4:4-11 


2*65-3-22 




2:67-3:8 






30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


4:37-52 


4:33-43 


3:13-16 


2:37-46 


3:43-53 


2:36-41 


32. Hie method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 






34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














| the return electrode is spaced from the 
■active electrode such that when the active 
|electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
[structure immersed in electrically conductive 
Sfluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
jtissue structure and the electrically 
[conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return elftrtrnrlfi 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 




2:29-36 


39. The method of claim 23 ftirther 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 














42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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73 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 




immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3:60-4:3 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 




4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 




delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


j:ou-4.J 


9. The method of claim I wherein 




the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


6:8-22 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 




the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




13. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and the return eJertrntfo. 




18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 




applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 




immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3:60-4:3 
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73 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 




27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 




delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




30. The method of claim 23 wherein 




the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


6:8-22 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 




the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




34. The method of claim 23 wherein 




the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
rp.tin-n ftlprtrnrta 




39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 




applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




42. The method of claim 23 wherein 




the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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Exhibit E: 

Anticipation and obviousness contentions 

Smith & Nephew contends that the following claims are anticipated by at least 
each of the following primary references. Smith & Nephew reserves the right to 
supplement this contention in the event ArthroCare changes its construction of the 



asserted claims, or in the event the Court's construction of the asserted claims differs. 
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8,15,31,48,51 
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8,31,48,51 
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8,15,31,34,48,51 




39 


8,15,48,51 
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Smith & Nephew also contends that the following claims would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in view of at least 
each of the following combinations of primary references, which Smith & Nephew 
contends would have been combined for at least the following reasons. Smith & Nephew 
reserves the right to supplement this contention in the event ArthroCare changes its 
construction of the asserted claims, or in the event the Court's construction of the 



asserted claims differs. 



Patent 


Claim 


Combinations 


Motivation to Combine 
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46 


10 with any one or more of 22, 
26, 36, 38, 65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




47 


Any one or more of 8, 1 5, 26, 
29, 36, 52 with any one or more 
of 10, 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




55 


10 with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




56 


34 with any one or more of 48, 
65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




58 


Anyone or more of 8, 15, 31, 
48, 51, 52 with any one or more 
of the anticipating references 
listed above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 



2 



Patent 


Claim 


Combinations 


Motivation to Combine 




59 


32 with any one or more of 8, 
15,31,38, 48,51,52, 65; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 


882 


1 


10 with any one or more of 22, 

23, 29,31,34, 36; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




13 


Any one or more of 10, 29 with 
any one or more of 8, 38, 48, 5 1 ; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




17 ! 


Any one or more of 23, 29, 32 

with any one or more of 8, 15, 

38, 48,51,52, 65; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




18 


Any one or more of 23, 29, 32 

with any one or more of 8, 15, 

38, 48,51,52, 65; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




21 


Any one or more of 3 1 , 36 with 
any one or more of 8, 15, 38, 48, 
51,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




23 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 29, 
31, 36 with 15; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 



3 
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24 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 29, 
36 with 15; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




29 


Any one or more of 1 0, 48, 52 
with any one or more of 8, 29; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above; 

38, 51 with any one or more of 
the anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




47 


Any one or more of 22, 3 1 , 36 
with any one or more of 8, 1 5, 
48, 51, 52, 65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




48 


Any one or more of 23, 32 with 
any one or more of 8, 15, 65; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




49 


32 with any one or more of 8, 
15,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




50 


Any one or more of 8, 1 5 with 
any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




54 


3 1 with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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Patent 
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Combinations 


Motivation to Combine 
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3 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 
52 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above; 

38, 65 with any one or more of 
the anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




4 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 

38, 52, 65 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




9 


Any one or more of 10, 22, 29, 

36, 38, 52, 65 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




11 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 
38, 52, 65 with any one or more 
of 15, 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient* s body structure. 




13 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 
52 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




18 


Any one or more of 10, 38, 52, 
65 with any one or more of 23, 
31,34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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Patent 


Claim 


Combinations 


Motivation to Combine 
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Any one or more of 29, 32 with 
any one or more of 8, 1 5, 3 1 , 34, 
48,51; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem -- applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




26 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 

29, 36, 52 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above; 

38, 65 with any one or more of 
the anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




27 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 
29, 36, 38, 52, 65 with 34; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




30 


Any one or more of 10, 22, 23, 
26, 29, 36, 38, 52, 65 with 34; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




32 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 

29, 36, 38, 52, 65 with any one 

or more of 15, 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




34 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 
29, 36, 52 with any one or more 
of the anticipating references 
listed above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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39 


Any one or more of 10, 26, 38, 
52, 65 with any one or more of 
31,34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




42 


Any one or more of 23, 26, 29, 

32 with any one or more of 

8, 15,31,34,48,51; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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